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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The writing test is scheduled for Track A, B, and C and single track 4th grade students on March 4th, and Track D students on April 29th..


What Types of Questions
Are on the Tests?

¢ Multiple choice guestions
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Presentation Notes
1. Students are presented with a question and are asked to select the correct answer from four or five possible choices. All multiple-choice questions are machine scored. 

2. All questions are aligned to the California content standards and are tried out on students throughout the state prior to their use on the tests. 

3. Parents and guardians are able to review released questions from previous test administrations at the website provided. If you do not have access to the internet, you can request the released test questions from your child’s grade level from your school. 


Examples of Released Test Questions

10 [WHAT IS THE SOLUTIONTO THIS PROBLEM?]

Second Grade

27  What number makes this number
sentence true?

6x9<3x0

Third Grade
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Presentation Notes
1. These are examples of some of the released math test questions you can find on the website. There is a sample of one question from each grade level, so that you can see how the test difficulty increases with each grade. These are examples of some math questions, but on the website you will be able to see previously tested math, language arts, and 5th grade science questions. 


5894 — 2608 =

3  What is 40% of 2507
A 50
Fifth Grade 1 ()
C 150

D 200
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12 What is the product of = and -

ﬁ

Sixth Grade




When Is the STAR test this year?

s May 3-14, 2010

o Viay: 17-20; 2010 (Imake-ups)
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Presentation Notes
Results are mailed home to parents within 20 days after the district receives results from the test publisher. Most parents will receive the STAR student reports by mid-September. Approximately 4.8 million students are tested across the state, which is the reason for the length of time it takes to get results back. It is very important to have a correct address on file at your school, and please notify the post office also if you move so your child’s test results can be forwarded to you. Each year we have from 400-500 of these STAR student report letters returned because of incorrect addresses. 


\When Do Parents Recelve Their Child’s
Test Results?

& Most parents will receive the STAR student:
reports iirem mid-August ter mid-Septemiber.
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Presentation Notes
Results are mailed home to parents within 20 days after the district receives results from the test publisher. Most parents will receive the STAR student reports by mid-September. Approximately 4.8 million students are tested across the state, which is the reason for the length of time it takes to get results back. It is very important to have a correct address on file at your school, and please notify the post office also if you move so your child’s test results can be forwarded to you. Each year we have from 400-500 of these STAR student report letters returned because of incorrect addresses. 


What Information Will the
STAR Report Include?

9 Scale scores and perfermance: levels

9 SCOKES oK SPECIC contenit areas

9 CalliermarReading List
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Presentation Notes
Your student’s report will focus on results of the CSTs. When reviewing the report, you first will see scale scores and performance levels for each subject area tested. Performance levels of proficient or advanced indicate your student is meeting or surpassing the state’s target for academic achievement. Performance levels of basic, below basic, and far below basic indicate areas of learning that need improvement. 

2. The report will include scores for specific content areas within each subject area tested. An explanation about all of the information included in your student’s report will accompany the STAR student report. 

3. The CRL is an index based on each student’s score on the CST in English-Language Arts. This number is printed on the lower left side of the second page of the STAR student report. Parents, guardians, students, and teachers may use the CRL to access a list of books that are at the student’s reading level. The list is available on the Internet. 


Student Reports

Your child’s scoresand performance levels

English-Language Arts Mathematics

Advanced Advanced 393-600 401-600 State

target
for all
students

Pl’OfICIent Proficient 350-392 350-400

E 300=349 300=349
Basic

Below Basic 269-299 245-293

; Far Bel o _
Far Below Basic Sl s 150-244

Your child's scale score is 274 which is at the Your child's scale score is 325 which is at the Basic level
Below Basic level in English-Language Arts. in Mathematics.

Find complete STAR results at http://star.cde.ca.gov and your school's Accountability Report Card (SARC) at
www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/sa or ask for a copy of the SARC at your child’s schoal



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Scale scores and performance levels are listed for each subject area tested.

Performance levels of proficient or advanced indicate that your child is meeting or surpassing the state’s target for academic achievement.

Performance levels of basic, below basic or far below basic indicate areas of learning that need some improvement.

Scale scores range from 150 to 600. The number or percentage of questions that students must answer to score at any specific performance may change slightly from year to year.

The minimum scale score for the proficient level is 350. So, if your child is above the dotted line shown they are doing well. If they are below the dotted line they need some improvement.

Explain to parents how this particular student scored in English-Language Arts and Math. (mouse click)


Student Reports

English-Language Arts craoes Mathematics craoes

Your Child’s  Your Child’s Percent Cormrect |+ Your Childs  Your Child’s Percent Correct [+
Percel Compared to the Percent Correct Percent Compared to the Percent Corract
Content Areas Correct Range of Proficient Students |==|* Content Areas Correct Range of Proficient Students | |*

50 Ti% 1

Reading Number Sense

Word Analysis, Fluency, b Decimals, Fractions, and 2% —
and Systematic Vocabulary MNegative Numbers
Development -~ ) )

Operations and Factoring 3 p—
Reading Comprehension

Algebra and Functions
Literary Response and Analysis

Measurement and Geometry 3 o
I

Whriting
Statistics, Data Analysis,
Written Conventions % and Probability

- : 1005
Writing Strategies
* In the chart above, your child's percent correct is compared to the percent correct of

Writing Applications students statewide whose Mathematics performance level was Proficient P
state target for all students.

* In the chart above, your child’s percent correct is compared to the percent correct of students
statewide whose English-Language Arts performance level was Proficient. Proficient is the
state target for all students.

Range of Proficient Student

Your child’s results
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Presentation Notes
The report will also include scores for specific content areas within each subject area tested. 

The black diamond indicates the score this child received in each area. The gray bar indicates the range that proficient students in California scored in.

3. So, for example in word analysis, fluency and systematic vocabulary development this child performed lower than those students who achieved a score of proficient on the total test. The child answered only 14% of the questions correct.

4. In Measurement and Geometry this child performed in the same range as those students who achieved a score of proficient on the total test. This child answered 70% of the questions correct.

5. In Literary Response and Analysis this child performed higher than those students who achieved a score of proficient on the total test. This child scored 50%.

6. It’s always important to remember that although these scores provide an important piece of information about your child’s performance, they should be used with other information about your child’s achievement, such as classroom tests, assignments, and grades.


This recammendead reading LISt numbear 15 basad on your child™s Callfornia
English- Language ArTts Standards Test scora. Your child should be able
read tiles within The LSt Indepandently. Of Course, no single esrwlll tellyou
What books your Child can ar should read—endourade your Child 1 explore
athar reading LSt numbears 1o Tind Dooks of InT2rast.

10] LIS
ynd CLICK on Califfornia Reading List
0 Tind Books Tar your child

Srong reading skILSs are cridcal tar succass In all sChool subjecrs.
Encourage your Child 1o read at home.




How Do the STAR Test Results Help Us?

¢ Informs teachers about student progress

¢ Informs parents &
=L

& leachers and parents work tegether € o=

¢ ldentifies strengths and needs

9 Accounitapilitys provides the schoeel Witk
an Academic Perfermance: Inadex (ARI) Seore:. ... ...

2009-204.0r APIFGOAILL: 87'S
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Presentation Notes
Ensures that information about the academic achievement of all students is collected routinely. 

2. Provides parents with information about their child’s progress. 

3. Helps teachers and parents work as a team to improve student learning. 

4. Helps school districts and schools identify strengths and areas that need improvement in their educational programs. 






How Do Teachers Prepare Students?

¢ Teach all standards/emphasize on tested standards
(teach - apply - cennect)

» Analyzing student strengths and needs
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9 Settingl geals wWith students

9 CommuRIcCaNG e Parentsrapeli stldenttachievement
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Presentation Notes
Our district curriculum is strictly aligned to the California content standards. Teachers also practice the previously released test questions to help prepare students for the STAR test. 

 Teachers are constantly using student data to guide them in lesson preparation to ensure that they are meeting the educational needs of all their students. 

Teachers assist students in identifying what their educational needs are and how to achieve them. 

Teachers use various methods of communicating student gains and deficits to parents including: conferences, progress reports, and trimester report cards. 


How Teachers Help

Your Chila
...b‘

EXCEL, small group instruction, re-teach /,g'
using ancillary: materials from the state adepted
program, and interventions.

fleachers provide students with strategies (Thinking Maps,
Cognitively Guided Instruction, Guided Language
Acguisition Design, etc...).

eachers trained and Implemented comprenension strategies; that
SUppet test taking and wWill“help te Increase studenit achievemeni:

leach — Apply - Cennect Agg

e LB

.
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Presentation Notes
Children learn to value reading by seeing their parents read at home. Take opportunities to read to and with your child to strengthen his or her literacy skills. 

Talk to your child about your day. Ask your child about her or his day? This strengthens communication. 

 Homework is important for students to reinforce the skills they have learned at school. It is also important for parents to look at their child’s homework so that they know what their child is learning about in school.

4. Talk to your child’s teacher about areas you can help your child with. 

5. It is important that you limit vacations and doctor appointments, if possible, to days when your child is on vacation. Attendance is crucial because several missed days can put your child behind in school. 

6. You are already completing this step, by attending this presentation. 


How to Help Your Child Prepare

¢ Read with your child.

v

¢ Help your childl with her/his homework:. -
-

\

e T ' Y
gi'S teachner.

>
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Presentation Notes
Children learn to value reading by seeing their parents read at home. Take opportunities to read to and with your child to strengthen his or her literacy skills. 

Talk to your child about your day. Ask your child about her or his day? This strengthens communication. 

 Homework is important for students to reinforce the skills they have learned at school. It is also important for parents to look at their child’s homework so that they know what their child is learning about in school.

4. Talk to your child’s teacher about areas you can help your child with. 

5. It is important that you limit vacations and doctor appointments, if possible, to days when your child is on vacation. Attendance is crucial because several missed days can put your child behind in school. 

6. You are already completing this step, by attending this presentation. 
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Getting your child coamfortable with testing precedures
and helping him or her know what te expect on the test
can Impreve yoeur child’s test scores!

Encouraging| youl: child to dor her/nis best in schooel, and
slowing pesitive attittdes: toward completing school
assignments wellrand en| time: can pesitively affect
learming:

Parenitand Stahir Encouraeemeni

Riliars el Prograim @uality
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