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General
Overview of the STAR program

Reports
Understanding your child’s STAR report

Teachers
What teachers are doing to improve scores

Parents
What parents can do to improve scores



Why?Why?
To help measure how wellTo help measure how well
students are learning the students are learning the 
knowledge and skillsknowledge and skills
identified in the Californiaidentified in the California
content standardscontent standards

Who?Who?
22ndnd –– 66thth grade studentsgrade students

What?What?
Language Arts:Language Arts: 22ndnd –– 66thth

Math:Math: 22ndnd –– 66thth

Writing:Writing: NOT THIS YEARNOT THIS YEAR
Science:Science: 55thth

When?When?
May 3May 3--14, 201014, 2010
May 17May 17--20, 2010 (make20, 2010 (make--ups)ups)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The writing test is scheduled for Track A, B, and C and single track 4th grade students on March 4th, and Track D students on April 29th..



Multiple choice questionsMultiple choice questions

Aligned to the California content standardsAligned to the California content standards

California Standards Test (CST) Released QuestionsCalifornia Standards Test (CST) Released Questions

http://http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.aspwww.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp

What Types of Questions What Types of Questions 
Are on the Tests?Are on the Tests?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. Students are presented with a question and are asked to select the correct answer from four or five possible choices. All multiple-choice questions are machine scored. 

2. All questions are aligned to the California content standards and are tried out on students throughout the state prior to their use on the tests. 

3. Parents and guardians are able to review released questions from previous test administrations at the website provided. If you do not have access to the internet, you can request the released test questions from your child’s grade level from your school. 



Examples of Released Test QuestionsExamples of Released Test Questions

Second Grade

Third Grade

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. These are examples of some of the released math test questions you can find on the website. There is a sample of one question from each grade level, so that you can see how the test difficulty increases with each grade. These are examples of some math questions, but on the website you will be able to see previously tested math, language arts, and 5th grade science questions. 



Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade



Sixth Grade



When is the STAR test this year?When is the STAR test this year?

May 3May 3--14, 201014, 2010

May 17May 17--20, 2010 (make20, 2010 (make--ups)ups)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Results are mailed home to parents within 20 days after the district receives results from the test publisher. Most parents will receive the STAR student reports by mid-September. Approximately 4.8 million students are tested across the state, which is the reason for the length of time it takes to get results back. It is very important to have a correct address on file at your school, and please notify the post office also if you move so your child’s test results can be forwarded to you. Each year we have from 400-500 of these STAR student report letters returned because of incorrect addresses. 



When Do Parents Receive Their ChildWhen Do Parents Receive Their Child’’s s 
Test Results?Test Results?

Most parents will receive the STAR student Most parents will receive the STAR student 
reports from midreports from mid--August to midAugust to mid--September.September.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Results are mailed home to parents within 20 days after the district receives results from the test publisher. Most parents will receive the STAR student reports by mid-September. Approximately 4.8 million students are tested across the state, which is the reason for the length of time it takes to get results back. It is very important to have a correct address on file at your school, and please notify the post office also if you move so your child’s test results can be forwarded to you. Each year we have from 400-500 of these STAR student report letters returned because of incorrect addresses. 



What Information Will the What Information Will the 
STAR Report Include?STAR Report Include?

Scale scores and performance levelsScale scores and performance levels

Scores for specific content areasScores for specific content areas

California Reading List California Reading List 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your student’s report will focus on results of the CSTs. When reviewing the report, you first will see scale scores and performance levels for each subject area tested. Performance levels of proficient or advanced indicate your student is meeting or surpassing the state’s target for academic achievement. Performance levels of basic, below basic, and far below basic indicate areas of learning that need improvement. 

2. The report will include scores for specific content areas within each subject area tested. An explanation about all of the information included in your student’s report will accompany the STAR student report. 

3. The CRL is an index based on each student’s score on the CST in English-Language Arts. This number is printed on the lower left side of the second page of the STAR student report. Parents, guardians, students, and teachers may use the CRL to access a list of books that are at the student’s reading level. The list is available on the Internet. 



Student ReportsStudent Reports

Below Basic

Far Below Basic

Basic

Proficient

Advanced

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Scale scores and performance levels are listed for each subject area tested.

Performance levels of proficient or advanced indicate that your child is meeting or surpassing the state’s target for academic achievement.

Performance levels of basic, below basic or far below basic indicate areas of learning that need some improvement.

Scale scores range from 150 to 600. The number or percentage of questions that students must answer to score at any specific performance may change slightly from year to year.

The minimum scale score for the proficient level is 350. So, if your child is above the dotted line shown they are doing well. If they are below the dotted line they need some improvement.

Explain to parents how this particular student scored in English-Language Arts and Math. (mouse click)



Student ReportsStudent Reports

Range of Proficient Student 

Your child’s results

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The report will also include scores for specific content areas within each subject area tested. 

The black diamond indicates the score this child received in each area. The gray bar indicates the range that proficient students in California scored in.

3. So, for example in word analysis, fluency and systematic vocabulary development this child performed lower than those students who achieved a score of proficient on the total test. The child answered only 14% of the questions correct.

4. In Measurement and Geometry this child performed in the same range as those students who achieved a score of proficient on the total test. This child answered 70% of the questions correct.

5. In Literary Response and Analysis this child performed higher than those students who achieved a score of proficient on the total test. This child scored 50%.

6. It’s always important to remember that although these scores provide an important piece of information about your child’s performance, they should be used with other information about your child’s achievement, such as classroom tests, assignments, and grades.
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How Do the STAR Test Results Help Us?How Do the STAR Test Results Help Us?

Informs teachers about student progressInforms teachers about student progress

Informs parentsInforms parents

Teachers and parents work togetherTeachers and parents work together

Identifies strengths and needsIdentifies strengths and needs

Accountability:  provides the school with Accountability:  provides the school with 
an Academic Performance Index (API) scorean Academic Performance Index (API) score………………....

20092009--2010 API GOAL:  8752010 API GOAL:  875

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ensures that information about the academic achievement of all students is collected routinely. 

2. Provides parents with information about their child’s progress. 

3. Helps teachers and parents work as a team to improve student learning. 

4. Helps school districts and schools identify strengths and areas that need improvement in their educational programs. 







How Do Teachers Prepare Students?How Do Teachers Prepare Students?

Teach all standards/emphasize on tested standardsTeach all standards/emphasize on tested standards
(teach (teach -- apply apply -- connect)connect)

Analyzing student strengths and needsAnalyzing student strengths and needs

Setting goals with studentsSetting goals with students

Communicating to parents about student achievementCommunicating to parents about student achievement

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our district curriculum is strictly aligned to the California content standards. Teachers also practice the previously released test questions to help prepare students for the STAR test. 

 Teachers are constantly using student data to guide them in lesson preparation to ensure that they are meeting the educational needs of all their students. 

Teachers assist students in identifying what their educational needs are and how to achieve them. 

Teachers use various methods of communicating student gains and deficits to parents including: conferences, progress reports, and trimester report cards. 



How Teachers Help How Teachers Help 
Your ChildYour Child

ExCELExCEL, small group instruction, re, small group instruction, re--teach teach 
using ancillary materials from the state adopted using ancillary materials from the state adopted 
program, and interventions.program, and interventions.

Teachers provide students with strategies (Thinking Maps, Teachers provide students with strategies (Thinking Maps, 
Cognitively Guided Instruction, Guided Language Cognitively Guided Instruction, Guided Language 
Acquisition Design, etcAcquisition Design, etc……).).

Teachers trained and implemented comprehension strategies that Teachers trained and implemented comprehension strategies that 
support test taking and will help to increase student achievemensupport test taking and will help to increase student achievement.t.

TeachTeach –– Apply Apply -- ConnectConnect

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children learn to value reading by seeing their parents read at home. Take opportunities to read to and with your child to strengthen his or her literacy skills. 

Talk to your child about your day. Ask your child about her or his day? This strengthens communication. 

 Homework is important for students to reinforce the skills they have learned at school. It is also important for parents to look at their child’s homework so that they know what their child is learning about in school.

4. Talk to your child’s teacher about areas you can help your child with. 

5. It is important that you limit vacations and doctor appointments, if possible, to days when your child is on vacation. Attendance is crucial because several missed days can put your child behind in school. 

6. You are already completing this step, by attending this presentation. 



How to Help Your Child PrepareHow to Help Your Child Prepare

Read with your child.Read with your child.

Help your child with her/his homework.Help your child with her/his homework.

Keep in regular contact with your childKeep in regular contact with your child’’s teacher.s teacher.

MakeMake suresure youryour childchild goesgoes toto schoolschool everyevery dayday..

Be informed about your stateBe informed about your state’’s testing procedures.s testing procedures.

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children learn to value reading by seeing their parents read at home. Take opportunities to read to and with your child to strengthen his or her literacy skills. 

Talk to your child about your day. Ask your child about her or his day? This strengthens communication. 

 Homework is important for students to reinforce the skills they have learned at school. It is also important for parents to look at their child’s homework so that they know what their child is learning about in school.

4. Talk to your child’s teacher about areas you can help your child with. 

5. It is important that you limit vacations and doctor appointments, if possible, to days when your child is on vacation. Attendance is crucial because several missed days can put your child behind in school. 

6. You are already completing this step, by attending this presentation. 



RememberRemember

Getting your child comfortable with testing procedures Getting your child comfortable with testing procedures 
and helping him or her know what to expect on the test and helping him or her know what to expect on the test 
can improve your childcan improve your child’’s test scores! s test scores! 

Encouraging your child to do her/his best in school, and Encouraging your child to do her/his best in school, and 
showing positive attitudes toward completing school showing positive attitudes toward completing school 
assignments well and on time can positively affect assignments well and on time can positively affect 
learning.learning.

Parent and Staff EncouragementParent and Staff Encouragement

Pillars of Program QualityPillars of Program Quality



Thank You!Thank You!
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